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Abstract

The Aspects and Significance of Cracks in Women and Family Novels after the Femi-
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This paper analyzes the patterns of cracks depicted in novels published after “the fem-
inism reboot”, focusing on Kim Hye-jin’s “Concerning My Daughter” and Hwang Jung-
eun’s “Year of the Year.” Recent narratives by female authors have shifted away from
family stories centered around male members, instead attempting to create narratives
of women'’s families focusing on excluded female characters and their relationships.
However, amidst this trend, it is crucial not to overlook the concealed cracks and dis-
cord under the hopeful prospect of female solidarity and their collective struggle. In
this context, the works of Kim Hye-jin and Hwang Jung-eun deserve attention for their
insightful depiction of why mutual understanding among women in these circumstanc-
es is often impossible, as they delve into the situations of female characters who, bur-
dened with various realistic issues such as the violence of capitalism or inner hatred,
inevitably confront their families.

Kim Hye-jin’s “Concerning My Daughter” accurately discerns the influence of
capitalism on contemporary family dynamics through the story of a mother and daugh-
ter living in the same era, effectively presenting the potential conflicts among societal
underdogs that may arise as a result. Meanwhile, Hwang Jung-eun’s “Year of the Year”,
which can also be classified as a female family history novel, similarly portrays the
lives of female family members placed in different circumstances, illustrating the lives
of women that cannot be reduced to a single history. Both Kim Hye-jin and Hwang
Jung-eun’s novels continue to observe the lives of women living in discrimination and
oppression in the present day. Yet, their family narratives, crafted in resistance to such
oppression, seem to strive not to remain mere fantasies or turn into another form of

violence.

Key words: after Feminism Reboot, Women and Family Novel, Kim Hye-jin, Hwnag

Jung-eun, The era of neoliberalism, Fragmented writing
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