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Abstract

A Study of Kim Mal-bong’s “Homeland of Stars” (Complete Edition)
- The Korean War and the Structure of Reversal Fiction, and the Meaning of ‘Stars’ and

‘Clarity’

Seo, Jung-ja

This passage is an analysis of Kim Mal-bong’s novel “Homeland of Stars” in Korean.
It explores the novel’s narrative elements, particularly its elements of reversal fiction.
Written as a precursor to the Korean War in 1950, the novel has been studied as a text
that has suffered from incompleteness and damage over time. The author examines
why Kim Mal-bong chose the Korean War as the backdrop for the novel. Additionally,
it questions the significance of the two and a half years leading up to the outbreak of
the war. The author suggests that Kim Mal-bong’s decision to write a reversal fiction
may be related to the loss of his son, Young, in the war. Through participation in UNE-
SCO’s “Conclusion of Free Artists,” the inner workings of Kim Mal-bong are explored
under the assumption that the novel approaches the perspective of Barbusse’s reversal
fiction.

Meanwhile, previous research on “Homeland of Stars” has shown little interest
in the “masses.” In other words, there were hardly any instances where attention was
paid to the role of the masses, such as Pye-dook-cheel and Pye-dook-soon. The unique
setting of the author, who mobilized the masses and their lives through over 60 char-
acters, is noted. The establishment of the Republic of Korea is not represented by a few
lines of cheering scenes. “Homeland of Stars” points to the Workers’ Party as the rul-
ing class that triggered the Korean War and ignored the will of the masses, controlling

them from behind as the forces that instigated the war transformed into North Korea
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and the totalitarian state of the Soviet Union. As the masses endure hardships in war,

the author calls upon souls like stars in the darkness, urging to reveal the homeland of
stars in the darkness. Clarity is truth, and truth is God.

Key words: Reversal (JX#) Fiction, Kim Mal-bong’s “Homeland of Stars” (Complete

Edition), Barbusse’s Reversal Novel, “Clarté,” Masses, Truth, Soul
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