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Abstract

Narrative Agents and Dual Narrative Strategies in Im Ok-in’s Short Stories
-Adapting feminist narratology to Writing of Second Wife (I 3171 |), Writing of First Wife (I
171 1) and Escapism (@4 =4] |)

Seo Eun-hye

This paper aims to describe dual narrative strategies against patriarchy in Im Ok-in’s
several short stories. To describe this phenomenon, I will use serveral academical con-
cepts such as Sigrid Weigel’s Der schilende Blick, Susan S. Lanser and Boris Uspensky’s
the point of view as a perspective.

Writing of Second Wife (I$*]7]]) was written in order to change social recognition
about second wife as a bad mother, and it was also influenced by Choi cheong-hee’s
Pulse of the ground (Mf%]). Im use inner focalization in this story and the distance
of main character and the narrator is very close. The ending part, however, Im used
several adverbs which showed estranged attitude between same character and narra-
tor and change the location of focalizer. It showed recongition of implied author who
thought main character who showed jealousy to first wife’s children was likely to be
isolated in the end.

Im used the method of epistolary novel in Writing of First Wife ([ 7] ]), which was
popular in women readers in 1930s. In this story, the intimacy between sender and
receiver are fluidly changed along the spectrum of ‘obedience-contempt’, which was
shown in Susan S. Lanser’s Narrative Act. It had an effect of making an circuit in criti-
cizing patriarchy, which women who could not preganat being expelled made natural.

Escapism (€4 =3]]) was published when Im had stable life as an author and as
a professor. She used authorial heterodigetic narrator who criticize main character’s

choices as am escapism. The story, however, described discrimination against women
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such as deprivation of education chance and the role of daughter-in-law. The narrator

used free indirect discourse in ending part, implying implied author’s message who
agreed main character’s position.

Key words: Im Ok-in, feminist narratology, a point of veiw, distance between narrator
and character, an epistolary novel, free indirect discourse
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