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Abstract

The Irony of Sexuality and Violence (2)

:The Making of the 1990s Political Subjectivity in Undongkwon Female College Student
Novels

Haeun Bae(DGIST)

When Kwon In-sook became a symbolic figure representing undongkwon female college
students in the late 1980s, a significant shift emerged in the symbolic system of the

political subjectivity. This shift is symptomatically reflected in the novels about un-
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dongkwon female college students in the early 1990s. Kim Insuk’s Kinbam chalpke tagaon
ach’im(The Long-Night and the Morning Coming Shortly) and Gong Jiyeong’s Kiirigo
kadiirii artimdaun sijak(And Then, Their Beautiful Beginning), both by female writers
with undongkwon backgrounds, explore the issues of undongkwon female college stu-
dents’ sexuality and violence, and the construction of their political subjectivity. This
paper analyzes how the theme of undongkwon female students overcoming their sexual-
ity is codified in the two novels by Kim Insuk and Gong Jiyeong, which had considera-
ble popular influence at the time. Based on this analysis, it elucidates how the hegemo-
ny of subjectivity transitions from the ‘sublime morality’ to the ‘romantic ethics’ from
the 1980s to the 1990s.

Key words: undongkwon female student, sexuality, political subjectivity, sincerity, au-

thenticity, 1990s, romantic ethics.
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