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Abstract

Pearl Buck’s Imagination of Asian Women and Mixed Descent in Postwar

Park Jinyoung (Sungkyunkwan University)

Pearl Buck’s novels were widely translated into Korean and achieved significant pop-
ularity in the 1950s. Pearl Buck maintained her focus on the issues of Asian women’s
interracial marriage and mixed descent. In her first novel to deal with Korean matters,
Pearl Buck emphasized patriarchal familism through a binary opposition between East
and West. Pearl Buck reiterated her pure-blooded and paternalistic views in her novels

about Korean history and the adoption of Amerasian. Pearl Buck’s perspective on Ko-

obAlo} o} 43} B AMAL

L
1E
1o,
F_A_‘
—{0|l

307



rea was shaped by her focus on the role and responsibility of the United States in the
postwar period. On the other hand, in the novel that captured the historical perspective
of Asian women and mixed descent, Pearl Buck depicted the independent inner life
and psychology of women with great sensitivity. In her novels about Japanese woman’s
love and marriage, missionary families in India, and the Jewish community in China,
Pear] Buck portrayed women who were in control of their lives and destinies. Through
challenging issues of women and mixed descent in the face of racial prejudice and
social discrimination, Pearl Buck articulated a narrative vision of human relationships
founded on equality and democracy. In the 1950s, Korean readers emphathized with
Pearl Buck’s literary practice of presenting a new era of love and values through wom-

en’s voice, not with humanism or maternity.

Key words: interracial marriage, mixed descent, paternalism, translation, woman, Am-

erasian, Asia
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