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Psychological Characteristics and Predictors
of Pathological Gamblers

Kyo-Heon Kim Sun—Jung Kwon
Department of psychology, Chungnam National University

The purpose of this study was to investigate psychological characteristics and predictors of
pathological gamblers. The number of survey participants was 568, and they were collected
from Kangwon Land Casino, Seoul Bicycle Racing Track and Seoul Horse Racing Track.
Through NODS and GA scale, 229 participants were selected for the final analysis since they
were identified as general gamblers(N=93) and pathological gamblers(N=136). To analyze
psychological characteristics, three-way ANOVA [2(group classification)*2(gender)>*2(type of
gambling)] was performed with dependent variables such as gambling motives (.e., monetary,
avoidance, social, and amusement), explanatory variable of addictive behavior (ie., positive
attitude, persuasion pressure, approachableness, gambling habit, and gambling intention),
self-esteem, proactive life attitude, and depression. The analysis result shows that pathological
gamblers, when compared to general gamblers, display higher monetary/avoidance, persuasion
pressure, approachableness, gambling habit, gambling intention, and depression, while
displaying lower self-esteem, and proactive life attitude. To predict pathological gamblers,
Decision-Tree was performed with variables such as sex, age, marital status, religion,
academic career, average monthly income, first exposure to gambling, greatest daily bet/yield,
and personal opinion on gambling. Through the analysis result, it was found out that
pathological gamblers could be predicted with greatest daily bet/vield, personal opinion on
gambling, average monthly income, and religion. What is to be noted was that one hundred
percent of those who responded that the greatest daily yield was more than 100,000 Won and
the greatest daily bet was more than one million Won, and believed that gambling is pure
evil and should be eradicated were classified as pathological gamblers. The implications
gleaned from this study were discussed with considerations for future study and practical
aspect

Keywords: pathological gambling, gambling motive, predictors of pathological gamblers, data
mining



