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The Effects of Peer Pressure to Misbehavior,
Physical Maturation, and Stress on Cigarette
Smoking among Junior High School Students

Soon—Gil Park Jeung-Ryeul Cho Young-Ho Park
Division of Social Science, Kyungnam University

The present study examined psychosocial correlates of smoking among junior high school
students. Students’ smoking behaviors were classified into three categories of 'never use’,
"first trial’, and ‘experimental use’. Logistic regression was used to identify factors
independently associated with different smoking stages. It was found that an important
correlate of two smoking stages included high peer pressure to misbehave among both boys
and girls. In addition, among boys, sensation seeking motivation, stress from friends, late
physical maturation were independently associated with first trial stage, whereas early
physical maturation with experimental use. Experimental use of smoking among girls was
associated with low school grades, high school stress and low stress from friends. It is

suggested that psychosocial correlates of smoking are different by gender of adolescents.

Keywords: Cigarette smoking of adolescents, Stages o smoking, Gender difference, Peer
pressure to misbehave, Psychosocial factors
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