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The Relationships Among Risk-taking,
Gambling Motives, and Gambling Severity

Paul Kyuman Chae
Department of Psychology, Sungshin Women's University

Heung Pyo Lee
Addiction Counseling Center, Korea Racing Association

The purposes of this study were to examine the influence of the risk-taking personality
trait on gambling severity and gambling behavior in terms of gambling frequency and to find
out if a risk-taking personality trait and gambling motives can differentiate social gambling
from problem gambling and problem gambling from pathological gambling. The participants
were 240 university students and 239 gamblers who were participating in legal and illegal
gambling. The results showed that the risk-taking personality trait had a positive influence
on gambling severity, and the risk-taking tendencies of pathological and problem gamblers
were stronger than that of social gamblers. Differences in risk-taking tendencies was not
observed between problem and pathological gamblers. Excitement and monetary motives were
the unique indicators for differentiating pathological gambling from problem gambling.
However, the discriminating power of the risk-taking personality trait was not significant. It
was suggested that motives such as pursuit of monetary gain or stimulation seeking have
stronger effects than the risk-taking trait in terms of explaining pathological gambling
behavior.

Keywords * risk taking, gambling motive, gambling severity
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