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2005. Vol. 10, No. 4, 475 - 488

Effects of Internet User Type and
Addiction Level on Peer Relation and
Perceived Reality of Cyberspace

Han-Gee Seong Kyung-Ok Ahn
Department of Psychology, Catholic University of Daegu

Apposed to existing view that all the internet addicts seem to homogeneous, it is assumed
that some features of internet addicts vary with their intemmet user type. Based on this
assumption, 456 middle and high school students were recruited and divided into internet
addicts and non-addicts, then each group were divided again into relation-oriented users and
individual-oriented users. Positivity of peer relation and the level of perceived reality of
cyberspace of these four groups were compared. The results supported almost all hypotheses.
Non-addicts showed more positive peer relation and lower level of perceived reality of
cyberspace than addicts. The relation-oriented users showed more positive peer relation than
the individual-oriented users. And the interaction effects of user type and addiction level were
found on the two dependent variables respectively. These effects indicated that the difference
of peer relation and perceived reality of cyberspace between internet addicts and non-addicts
depends on their internet user type. Finally, significance and limitations of present study were
discussed.

Keywords: Internet addiction, Internet user type, Peer relation, Perceived redlity o
cyberspace
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