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Psycho—social predictors of existence or

death in Korean elderly

Kun-Seok Park
Hallym University Institute of Aging

The purpose of the current study was to examine the factors affecting the death and the
existence of elders in Korea in the stream of the rapid change into the aging society. The
results indicated that not different about the experience of 17 diseases discriminated between
the group of the death and of the existence. When 14 factors, such as, fulfillment of social
and self-esteem need, positive emotional experience and etc., the correct classification rate
increased upto 67.9%. To explain the subjective well-being and physical health for both the
death and the existence groups, hierarchical regression analysis for 13 factors was
implemented. Economic status, negative emotional experience, and fulfillment of social and
self-esteem need significantly explained the subjective well-being (70.9%) for the existence
group, and past illness was added (60.8%) for the death group. The perception of the physical
health for the existence group was explained by only economic status and marital satisfaction
(447%), whereas illness, economic status, and negative emotional experience had the
explanation variance (454%) for the death group. The results were discussed, and the
suggestions for further study were also proposed.

Keywords: Korean elderly, existence, death, dicriminant analysis, psycho-social factors.
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