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Influences of mental health characteristics and
admission experiences on perceived coercion

Mi Kyung Seo' Seung-Hyun Kim® MinKyu Rhee? Yong-Sung Choi*
Sung-Hyun Kim' Moon-Soo Leg? Heon—]eong2 Young-Joon Kwon® Bong-Jo Kim®

1 Department of Social Welfare, Gyeongsang National Univ.
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Coercive treatment in mental health has undergone an immense period of philosophical and
clinical debate and yet it remains as a highly important issue in which ideology and practice
contradict each other. this study focused on the perceived coercion of the persons with mental
disorder and analyzed how the characteristics of mental disorder(psychiatric symptoms,
psycho-social functions, insight, and the degree of awareness on the need for treatment) and
experiences in the process of hospitalization (legal status, coercive measures, and procedural
justice) can predict perceived coercion. The participants of this study were 302 patients that has
been hospitalized in the psychiatric ward within the period of 4 weeks. 19 participants(64.6%6)
were male and 106(35.1%) participants were female. MAES, BPRS, GAF, Insight, Legal Status,
Coercive Measures, and Need for Treatment were measured. Regression analysis was used to
analyze how much perceived coercion can be predicted by characteristics of mental disorder
such as the patients’ BPRS, GAF, insight, and need for treatment. As a result it showed that
among the characteristics of mental disorder insight and awareness of the need for treatment
were the main predictors and the characteristics of experiences during hospitalization such as
procedural justice, coercive measures, and legal status all displayed significant predictability. As
well as implications of results in a practical method of intervention to reduce perceived
coercion, the paper discussed issues for limitations and future consideration.

Keywords: perceived coercion, procedural  justice, coercive measures, mental health
characteristics, admission experience
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