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2014. Vol. 19, No. 3, 829-849

Influence of Perceived Parenting Styles and
Attachment on Paranoid Personality Tendency:
Focusing on the Mediating Effect of Attachment

HaeWon Park ChongNak Son
Department of Counseling Psychology, Department of Psychology,
Seonam University Chonbuk National University

Paranoid Features Scale, Self-report Attachment Style and the Parenting Behavior Inventory
were administered to 580 college students, and the paranoid and non-paranoid students were
selected according to the scores of the Paranoid Features Scale. The study compared the
perceived parenting behaviors and the attachment styles between paranoid personality
tendency group and non-paranoid personality tendency group. In perceived parenting
behaviors, paranoid personality tendency showed close relation to lack of affection, abuse,
overinterference, inconsistency or negligence of the perceived parenting behaviors in childhood.
Paranoid Personality group showed more fearful-dismissing attachment style and preoccupied
attachment style, less secure attachment style than the non—paranoid students. And the study
investigated the mediating effect of attachment on the above relationship It was found that
fearful-dismissing attachment style and preoccupied attachment style mediated the relationship
between parenting behaviors and paranoid personality tendency. The suggestions and the
limitations of this study, and the directions for the future study were discussed.

Keywords: paranoid personality, parenting behavior, attachment
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