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Exploratory Study on the Displaced
Aggression in Adolescents with

Depressive—conduct Disorder Tendency

Sun Joo Hwang Kee Hwan Park
Department of Psychology
The Catholic University of Korea

This research intends to look into direct aggression and anger expression mode of adolescents
showing a propensity of depressive-conduct disorder and to verify characteristics of such
adolescents by considering displaced aggression. Based on CES-D scores and K-YSR
externalizing problem scores, these four groups were divided for comparison: the
depressive-conduct disorder tendency(DCT) group, depressive tendency group(DT), conduct
disorder tendency(CT) group and control group. The result of this study was summarized as
follows: first, DCT group showed the highest displaced aggression. Second, DCT group
showed the highest level of direct aggression. Third, DCT group showed the highest level of
anger expression and that of CT group was higher than DT group. Furthermore, DCT
showed the highest rate of anger suppression. Conclusively, adolescents in DCT group show
the highest level of direct aggression as well as displaced aggression and use the most
maladjusted way to express their anger which suppresses the anger and expresses it at the
same time and also are considered as experiencing more psychological problems than group
with single disorder. Finally, characteristics of DCT group have been considered for the
explanation and significance and limitation of this research and suggestion for follow-up

research have been discussed.

Keywords:  depressive—conduct disorder, displaced aggression, direct aggression, anger
expression
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