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Effect of Memory Confidence
on Checking Behavior:
Moderating Effect of Responsibility

Se-Woon Jeong Joon-Ho Park
Dept. of Psychology, Dept. of Industrial and Advertising Psychology,
The General Graduate School of Daejeon University Daejeon University

It has been found that memory confidence and responsibility are the cause of checking
behavior, one of the representative symptoms of obsessive-compulsive disorder based on
previous research studies. The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of memory
confidence on the checking behavior according to the level of responsibility. The main
hypothesis of present study was as follows: The effect of memory confidence on the checking
behavior would be significant under the condition of high level of responsibility. Such effect
would be in, significant under the condition of low level of responsibility. To test the
hypotheses, a 2x2 analysis of variance(ANOVA) with memory confidence(high/low) and
responsihility(high/low) as between—participants factors was performed on the checking
behavior. Sixty nine undergraduates were randomly assigned to one of the four experimental
conditions. The results of the analysis supported the main hypothesis. The interaction between
factors was significant. Under condition of higher responsibility, the checking behavior was
higher with lower memory confidence. However, under the condition with lower responsibility,
the checking behavior was not different between lower and higher memory confidence. These
results suggest that the effect of memory confidence on checking behavior is moderated by
the level of responsibility only when the level of responsibility is high. The implication and
limitation of this study and direction for future studies are also disussed.

Keywords: memory confidence, responsibility, checking behavior, moderating eflect
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