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Effect of Gaming Motivation on Internet
Gaming Addiction in Massively Multiplayer
Online Role Playing Game (MMORPG) Users:

Mediating Effects of In-Game Behavior

KyeoWoon Jung Hojin Jeong Inhyae Yi
Department of Psychology, Psychological Forensics Division, Department of Psychology,
Kangwon National University National Forensic Service Kangwon National University

One of the main reasons for intermet gaming addiction could be the hedonic experiences it
provides the gamer. The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of gaming
motivation on a reinforcement mechanism, explaining internet gaming addiction (gaming
motivation — in-game behavior — internet gaming addiction). We performed a path analysis
using data from 259 Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing Game users. The results of
this study are as follows. First, gaming addiction was positively affected by the motivation
for escapism and aggression and negatively affected by motivation for achievement. Second,
higher motivation for escapism and aggression decreased in—game helping behaviors, resulting
in increased gaming addiction, while higher motivation to play a game with friends increased
in—game helping behaviors, resulting in decreased gaming addiction. Third, higher motivation
for aggression and friendship increased in-—game aggressive behaviors, leading to increased
gaming addiction. Finally, higher motivation for aggression increased working behaviors
related to earning game money, resulting in increased gaming addiction. By simultaneously
considering gaming motivation and in-game behaviors, the results of this study indicate the

reinforcement mechanism for internet gaming addiction.

Keywords: internet gaming addiction, MMORPG, gaming motivation, in-game behavior
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