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The Role of Cognitive Empathy and
Dysfunctional Anger between Covert

Narcissism Trait and Dating Violence:
A Mediated Moderation Analysis

Sun-Ho Won Sung-man Bae
Department of Psychology, Department of Psychology and Psychotherapy,
Dankook University Dankook University

The purpose of this study is to examine the mediated moderation effect of cognitive empathy,
through the associated dysfunctional Anger on the relationship between covert narcissism and
dating violence. For the study, we conducted surveyed 359 unmarried males and females. The
main findings of the study are as follows. First, the mediating effect of dysfunctional anger
was found in the relationship between covert narcissism and dating violence. Second, the
moderation effect of cognitive empathy on the relationship between covert narcissism and
dating violence was found. Third, the moderation effect of cognitive empathy on the
relationship between covert narcissism and dysfunctional anger was found. Finally, as a result
of verifying the mediated moderating effect of dysfunctional anger through cognitive empathy
using SPSS Macro Model 8 the interaction effect between the covert narcissism and
cognitive empathy is mediated by dysfunctional anger. Based on these results, we discussed
the roles of cognitive empathy to buffer the negative effects of covert narcissism on dating
violence and to reduce dysfunctional anger.

Keywords: Covert Narcissism Trait, Dating Violence, Dysfimctional Anger, Cognitive Empathy
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