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A study on the Relationship between the Degree of Awareness on Low Carbon Green Growth

and the Organizational Commitment Focused on the Traditional Retailers
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Abstract

Since the Korean retail industry was made accessible to the big
conglomerates and foreign retail companies, local traditional markets
have faced serious problems. To sustain the local traditional markets’
survival, the Korean government established various remedial policies
for addressing, and many scholars published articles to suggest how
to find solutions to, the problem. Unfortunately, the results have not
been satisfactory.

The purpose of this study is to find another way to help the
Korean traditional retail market, from the view point of the Green
Growth Policy, an initiative designed to address environmentally bal-
anced economic growth in Korea. In order to survive and to maintain
sustainable growth, it is incumbent upon retailers in the traditional
market to understand the concept of the Green Growth Policy. A sur-
vey was conducted as a means of testing the degree of awareness of
the Green Growth Policy, as well as determining the relationship be-
tween the degree of awareness and the degree of organizational com-
mitment by the retailers in the local traditional markets.

Interestingly, we were able to detect some of the features (e.g.,
they were distinguished by the elderly and the young, as well as low
level of education and high level of education) in the traditional mar-
ket retailers’ demographic characteristics. We utilized the analysis of
variance (ANOVA) statistical method to simultaneously compare the
differences in retailers’ demographic characteristics; the results were as
follows: Overall, the results showed that the awareness of the Green
Growth Policy, the degree of trust in the government’s policy, levels
of self-efficacy, and levels of organizational commitment were higher
with the older traditional market retailers than the younger traditional
market retailers. Specifically, the degree of trust in government poli-
cies (F=9.964,p < .05), levels of self-efficacy (F=5.532,p < .05), and
levels of organizational commitment (F=5.697,p < .05) were statisti-
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cally significant. Moreover, in the portion of the study that addressed
the difference between education levels, all the variables were aver-
aged in the higher education category of the traditional market
retailers. Specifically, awareness levels of the Green Growth Policy
(F=8.564,p < .005) and levels of self-efficacy (F=6.754,p < .005)
were statistically significant. These results revealed that the traditional
market retailers’ demographic characteristics should be considered im-
portant factors in order to realize their policy.

The results of the study showed the following: 1) The degree of
awareness of the government’s Green Growth Policy was statistically
significant as it related to traditional market retailers' organizational
commitment. 2) The degree of trust of the government’s policy was
significantly moderated between the awareness of the government’s
Green Growth Policy and the traditional market retailers' organiza-
tional commitment. This result demonstrates that the traditional market
retailers' awareness of the government’s Green Growth Policy will
show more organizational commitment with higher levels of trust of
the government’s policy. 3) It also revealed that traditional market re-
tailers' self-efficacy was fully mediated between the awareness of the
Green Growth Policy of the government and traditional market re-
tailers' organizational commitment. The results suggest that the gov-
ernment should show an interest in showing traditional market re-
tailers how to enhance their traditional markets. Implications and fu-
ture research directions are also discussed.

Keywords : Traditional market, Green Growth Policy, self-efficacy,
organizational commitment, trust
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