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A CASE REPORT OF TRAUMATIC NEUROPATHIC PAIN PATIENT

Moon-Gi Choi
Department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, School of Dentistry, Wonkwang University

A variety of mechanisms may generate pain resulting from injury to the periphera nervous system. None of these mechanisms is disease-specific,
and several different pain mechanisms may be present simultaneoudly in any one patient. Diagnosis of neuropathic pain is often easily made from the
information gathered on neurologic examination and from patient history. Evidence of sensory disturbances €licited by examination combined with
|aboratory tests confirming injury to peripheral nerve establishes the diagnosis of neuropathic pain. Although treatment of neuropathic pain may be
difficult, optimum treatment can be achieved if dentist has a complete understanding of the therapeutic options. Pharmacologic therapy has been the
mainstay of treatment. Selection of an appropriate pharmacologic agent is by trial and error since individual response to different agents, doses, and
serum level are highly variable. An adequate trial for each agent tried is key to pharmacologic treatment of neuripathic pain. If pharmacologic treat-
ment is not effective, nerve block using lidocaine, steroid and acohol and neurectomy must be considered for treatment option.

Key words: Neuropathic pain, Pharmacologic treatment, Neurctomy
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Fig. 1. CT showed the maxillary alveolar bone fracture. For immobilization, arch-bar wiring was done immediately.
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Fig. 2. Infraorbital and supraorbital nerve were excised. Infraorbital neurectomy was done through vestibular
approach and infraorbital foramen was obturated with bone block. Supraorbital neurectomy was done by
upper eyelid incision and supraorbital foramen was obturated with bone wax.
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