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Ulcerative Conditions of Oral Mucosa

Department of Oral Pathology, College of Dentistry, Yonsei university
Hyun Sil Kim, DDS, Ph.D,

An ulcer is defined as loss of epithelium. Although many oral ulcers have similar clinical appearances, their etiologies
encompass many disorders, including trauma, infection, immunologic disease, and malignant oral cancer.

Oral squamous cell carcinoma(SCC) occupying about 90% of oral cancer, usually manifests as unhealed ulcer over 2 weeks.
Oral SCC can metastasize to the cervical neck lymph node, and therefore the surgical therapeutic modality for oral SCC could
encompass the neck node dissection as well as wide excision for primary lesions, which should leave the post-operative
complication of functional damage like dysphagia and facial deformity.

Therefore, it is important to discriminate oral SCC from other ulcerative conditions to make a prompt management. The
knowledge for the pathogenesis of the ulcerative lesions could help the clinicians to understand the differences of clinical features
and to practice an appropriate therapeutics.
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Viral disease Herpes Simplex infections
Varicella-Zoster infections
Hand, foot, and mouth disease
Herpangina

Measles (Rubeda)

Conditions associated with
immunologic defects

Pemphigus vulgaris
Cicatrical pemphigoid
Bullous pemphigoid

Hereditary diseases Epidermolysis bullosa

1) Viral disease
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Reactive lesions Traumatic Ulcerations

Bacterial Infections Syphilis
Actinomycosis
Tuberculosis

Fungal infections Mucormycosis
Aspergillosis

Immunologic dysfunction Aphtous ulcer

Bechet's syndrome
Erythema multiforme
Wegener's granulomatosus




1) Reactive lesions
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2) Bacterial Infections
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3) Fungal infections
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4) Immunologic dysfunction
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