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Narrative representations of
caregivers and self and representation

structure in maltreated pre-schoolers
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This study examined narrative representations of caregivers and of self, as well as representation
structure, in maltreated(N=23) and demographically comparable non-maltreated(N=21) pre-school aged
children. Maltreated children evidence more negative and less positive/disciplinary representations of
caregivers than those of non-maltreated children. Maltreated children demonstrated more negative and
less positive of self than those of maltreated children. Maltreated children’ play narratives demonstrated
less incoherence, more tangentiality and more resistance than those of non-maltreated children.
Maltreated children’s positive caregivers representations were negatively rtelated to negative self
representations, and to representation structure’ incoherence. Maltreated children’s negative caregivers
representations were positively related to more tangentiality. Non-maltreated children’s positive caregivers
representations were positively correlated with positive self representation, and negatively related
grandiose self representation. Moreover, positive caregivers representations were positively related
coherence, and negatively related tangentiality. Significant differences were not found among the
sexually abused and emotional abused children. Maltreated children had less tangentiality structure with

increasing age.

Keywords : Maltreated children, mental representation, narrative study, MSSB
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