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Guilt, Disengagement, and Friend’s Rule-violation

as Predictors of Adolescents’ Rule-violation

Kyong-Yeon Kim Young-Hee Ha
Department of Child & Housing, Pusan National University

Age-differences and sex-differences in adolescents’ rule-violation, moral disengagement, and guilt were
explored. Also predictors of adolescent’s rule-violation were examined. Questionnaires were administered
to 219 eighth and 242 tenth graders. The rule-violation and moral disengagement scores of tenth graders
and boys are higher than those of eighth and girls. This tendency was reversed in guilt as eighth graders
and girls showed higher scores than tenth graders and boys. In eighth graders, tenth graders, and girls,
the most significant predictor of adolescents’ rule-violation was friend’s rule-violation and the second
predictor was guilt. But in boy groups, moral disengagement was added as the thirdly significant
predictor of adolescents’ rule-violation. The results were discussed in relation to peer-conformity and the

process between moral affection moral cognition.

Key words : rule-violation, guilt, moral disengagement, friend’s rule-violation tendency
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