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A Study on the Developmental

Systems Perspective

Sook—Ja Cho
Dept. of Psychology, Ewha Womans University

The purpose of this study was to review the developmental systems perspective and its properties
according to the history of developmental psychology. The developmental systems perspective handled
the developmental problems with multi level of explanations and epigenesis viewpoint, and it try to
figure out the holistic properties of human development. Before the developmental psychology got firmly
positioned as a science, the scholars such as von Baer, Preyer expressed their epigenetic and systematic
approach about the development, and that stream descended to Schneirla, Kuo, Baldwin, Waddington,
Piaget, Vygotsky, Ecological approach and developmental systems appreach. Coming to modern time, as
the split model was inclined to be integrated into relational model, which has a virtue to make it
possible to understand the human mind holistically, the developmental systems perspective increased the
power of explanation. Finally, a brief introduction about recent developmental theories, prospects of

future study were added.

Keywords: developmental systems perspective, developmental theory, epigenesis, history of developmental
psychology, relational model
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