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The conflict and resolution between

the generations in Korean Education

Taejun Kim

Korean Educational Development Institute

This study was to explore how to overcome student career related issues that face
Korean education focusing on resolution of academic background centered education
parents prefer and recovery of teacher student mutual trust in school in terms of
generational gap in values and its remedy by using two research methods. The first
research examined a tendency of academic background centered educational preference and
the level of perspective to look at the issue against parents and their children. The result
indicated that the tendency was stronger in parents than in children. Furthermore, such
tendency was associated with reality oriented value and perspective construction of
prospect. Hence, it reveals that academic background centered educational preference of
parents can be reduced when parents’ perspective gets scaled up by future oriented value
contrary to the value that older generation has believed. For the second research,
recognition of teacher student mutual trust and class demise and the level of perspective
to look at the issue were measured. The results showed that distrust of students in
teachers was more serious than distrust of teachers in students. Mutual trust or
understanding was low especially when students are stuck in self regulation oriented
value and teachers are adhering to discipline oriented value. However, mutual trust or
understanding increases when they expand their perspectives by admitting each other’s
values. Under this circumstance, they were willing to accept alternatives for each other,
and they had a tendency to regard generational conflicts not as a problem of right and
wrong but as alternatives or problem solving. Based on the findings, this study suggests
that normalization of Korean education depends on mutual acceptance of different values

between generations and magnification of prospect to look at educational issues.

Keywords: Generational Gap, Mutual Trust, Perspective, Academic Background centered

Preference, Class Demise
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