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Korean Children's Biological
Knowledge Development
from Everyday Conversation

Kyung-A Kim Hyeon-jin Lee Young-Suk Kim
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Language

This study attempted to analyze the biological knowledge from the production data of 10 Korean
children whose ages ranged from 23 months to 76 months. The utterances were blocked into
four-month time periods, except the first two months. The utterances of biological knowledge were
classified into 8 categories such as the living and nonliving things, growth, body and organ,
nutrient intake, heredity, disease, sensation, and the others. The seven types of biological
expressions were found in the data at the earliest period and the percent of the sensation, body
and organ, and nutrient intake was higher than the percent of living and nonliving things, growth,
heredity, and disease. This implied that even young children would have naive biological
knowledge. The data also suggested two different transitional points in terms of the change of
biological knowledge: The children from 2- to 3-years—old described the biological phenomena
based on intuitive property, which changes to rudimentary causality except for the sensation and
heredity. The children from 3- to 5-years-old explained biological phenomena in terms of the

scientific knowledge including systematic causality.

Keywords: biological knowledge, living and nonliving things, growth, body and organ, nutrient
intake, heredity, disease, sensation



