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The Korean Journal of Developmental Psychology
2008. Vol. 21, No. 1, 3147

Relations of Theory of Mind and Social
Competence in School-aged Children

Hae—young Yang" Hei—rhee Ghim® Kyung—mi Kim"
Jai—sun Koo'  Myung—sook Chung™ Eun—hye Park’

*Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University
++Kkottongnae Hyundo University of Social Welfare

This study tested the links among children’s theory of mind, social behaviors, and peer acceptance. It
administered 146 fourth and sixth grades children mindreading and facial expression tasks, Matson
Evaluation of Social Skills with Youngsters, Index of empathy for Children, and Adolescents, and peer
nominations. Children’s social skill scores correlated most strongly with their empathy scores, and then
with their mindreading ability and performance on facial expressions tasks. Peer popularity correlated
most strongly with children’s social skill scores, and then with their performance on facial expression
tasks and empathy scores. Children’s empathy scores and performance on facial expression tasks were
the best predictors of social skill scores, while their social skill scores and performance on facial
expression tasks were the best predictors of peer popularity. The results suggest that children’s social
skills and ability of recognizing correctly facial expressions are the important factors in determining their

peer relations.

key words: theory of mind, social skills, peer popularity, empathy, emotion
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