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Children's behavioral and mental

inference by using the trait
informations

Jaisun Koo Hei-Rhee Ghim
Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University

This study examines the developmental change of children’s ability to use trait informations for making
inferences about behaviors and mental states. A total of 181 kindergarteners, second-graders, and
fourth-graders participated in this study. Children were presented two behavioral informations of a story
character from which a personality trait could be inferred. Their tasks were to predict and infer the story
character’s behavior and mental states such as belief, desire, intention, and emotional response. The
results indicate that preschoolers have ability to predict behaviors by using the trait informations.
However, they could not use the trait informations as a basis for making mental inference. These results
suggest that children change from the viewing traits as behavioral regularities to understanding them as

causal mediators to produce mental states such as desire, belief, and feeling.

Key words: theory of mind, trait understanding, mind-reading, mental inference



