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T T Al 1.65(1.60) 1.38(1.55) 1374
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o]d3z} 9.35(6.63) 808(6.14)  17.99x
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A= 1.49(1.79) 1.74(1.78) 1.80(1.80) 1.74(1.93) 1.71(1.92) 1.20
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71EREA 880(5.31) 844(5.02) 7.28(.06) 593(4.13) 13,35
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Characteristics of Behavior Problems among
Preschool-Aged Children according to the
Sociodemographic Factors in Korea

Hye-Jin Kim Young-Ah Kim Jin Lee Kyung-Ja Oh
Huno Consulting Inc. Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the characteristics of behavior problems among preschool
children according to the sociodemographic factors in Korea. The CBCL 15-5 was administered to the
1,819 parents of preschool children (942 boys and 877 girls) aged between 2 to 6, some of them
completed ASR for assessing caregiver’s depression and C-TRF was also completed by child’s teacher.
The ANOVA result showed that externalizing, withdrawn, and total behavior problem score are
significantly higher for boys than girls, and younger children showed more externalizing and sleep
problem than older children. The parents of first-born or only child reported more problems in all
problem scales, but there were no significant differences by teacher’s report. Children with fathers of
lower educational level showed more exteralizing problems and children with lower mother's
educational level showed higher externalizing, withdrawn, somatic complaints, and pervasive
developmental problems. Perceived socio—economical status(SES) was negatively correlated with most
problem scales, and children who don't live with their fathers showed more externalizing problems.
Children of working mothers showed lower internalizing and pervasive developmental problems,
however after controlling the mother’'s depression level, there were no significant differences. Stepwise
multiple regression showed that birth order, mother's employment status, SES, mother’s educational
level, and age are significant sociodemographic factors affecting to the behavior problems of preschool
children. Research implications and limitations are discussed.

Keywords: sociodemographic variables, problem behavior, preschool children, CBCL 1.5-5
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