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This study longitudinally examined the development of joint attention and its relationships with
language development in a group of 46 infants. At 12, 15, and 18 months of age, the infants’ initiating
joint attention (IJA) and responding to joint attention (RJA) were evaluated with the Early Social
Communication Scale, whereas language development was evaluated with the M-BCDI-K. IJA refers to
infants’ ability to use eye contact, alternation, pointing, eye contact with pointing, and showing to
spontaneously share experience. During the 6 month period, the infants displayed no changes in the
total frequency of IJA. However, frequencies of lower level IJA such as eye contact tended to decrease
whereas frequency of high level IJA such as pointing tended to increase. RJA refers to infants’ ability
to follow the direction of gaze and gestures of others. RJA was shown to improve with age, especially
in the period between 12 months and 15 months of age. Individual differences in IJA displayed
significant stability between 15 and 18 months of age while individual differences in RJA displayed
significant stability across the entire 6 month period between 12 months and 18 months of age. A
significant relationship was also demonstrated between joint attention and language development. Data
collected on infants at 12 months of age showed a significant correlation between RJA and receptive
language. Significant correlations were also observed between IJA at 15 months of age and receptive
language at 15 and 18 months of age and between IJA and receptive language at 18 months of age. In
regression analyses, RJA at 12 months of age and IJA at 15 and 18 months of age predicted
significantly the receptive language development at 18 months of age, but none of the measures of
joint attention were able to predict significantly the expressive language development at 18 months of

age.

Keywords: joint attention, language development, nfants, FEarly Social Communication Scale,
M-BCDI-K, Ilongitudinal study
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