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Differences in Preschool Children's Prosocial Lies by Age,
Sex and Effortful Control

Hyun-Kyung Kang Young-shin Park

Shindang Welfare Center Kyungpook National University

This study examined differences in prosocial lies by age, sex, and effortful control in eighty-six 3- to
6-year-old preschool children, their parents, and their teachers. Prosocial lies were evaluated using six
stories. Children's effortful control was evaluated using three different measures: Kochanska's Battery
for Assessing Effortful Control as well as both parents' and teachers' ratings on the Child Behavior
Questionnaire. Age and sex differences were observed. Prosocial lies increased with age, particularly at age
five and six. Girls tended to tell more prosocial lies than boys for events related to the elderly and
friends. Children's effortful control, as measured by Kochanska's battery and teachers' ratings, was positively
associated with prosocial lies. However, after controlling for age in hierarchical regression analyses, three
measures of effortful control did not predict children's prosocial lies. However, when the effects of the
subscales of the three measures were examined, mothers' rating of low intensity pleasure and perceptual

sensitivity significantly predicted children's prosocial lies even after controlling for age.

Key words : prosocial lies, effortful comtrol, Kochanskd's Battery, child bebavior questionnaire(CBQ), preschool children
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