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The Development of Implicit and Explicit Understanding of
Second-order Theory of Mind:

Focused on Task Simplification and Specification of Deception

Yun-ji Kim Hana Song

Department of Child psychology and education, Sungkyunkwan University

In this study, examined the development of second-order theory of mind with regard to implicit and
explicit responses. Differences in implicit and explicit responses according to age and task type were also
examined. Seventy-nine children between the ages of 3 to 5 years participated in this study. Implicit
responses were measured by the eye gaze direction of the children. Children’s verbal answers and pointing
behavior were counted as explicit responses. The results showed that age and task type differences were
significant in terms of implicit and explicit responses. In relation to task type, simplification and
specification of deception raised children’s performance. These results suggest that implicit responses and

task type had an important effect on children’s second-order theory of mind.

Key words : Second-ovder theory of nund, implicit understanding, effects of simplification and specification of deception
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