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The effect of the study type and the level of
associative strength in recognition memory for

the young and the old

Lee, Min-ji Jin, Young Sun

Department of Psychology, Kyungpook National University

The purpose of the study was to examine how age affects associative memory performance for different
types of learning and associative strengthening. In study 1, after the participants of young and old group
studied a list of paired-associates in one of three study types (simple, repeat, and repeat-test), the
recognition test was given for a total of 48 paired-associates immediately after the study. The results
showed that young participants’ recognition memory was highest in the repeat-test condition, whereas the
old counterparts performed best in the repeat condition. And in study 2, accuracy and false alarm rates
were analyzed for recognition memory performance between the two age groups for paired items of varied
associative strengthening levels. It was shown that item-strengthening increases false alarm rates, while
associative-strengthening facilitates correct recognition in both age groups. The limitations and further

implications of these findings were discussed.

Key words : Associative-Deficit Hypothesis, Dual-Process Model, Associative Learning, Associative Strength Level
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