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Overview of Children’s Memories of Pain and Implications for

Practice from a Developmental and Clinical Perspective

Lee, Seungjin Kwak, Keumjoo
Institute of Psychological Science Department of Psychology
Seoul National University Seoul National University

The memories children have regarding past experiences of pain may have a considerable amount of
influence on children’s responses to pain under clinical contexts or long-term treatment and interventions.
The present study examined the trends in foreign studies on children’s memories of pain to inspect the
values of such studies in terms of developmental and clinical contexts. More specifically, this study sought
to examine the academic definition of pain memory, development of pain memories, individual differences
in pain memories, cognitive and social developmental characteristics of pain memories, circumstantial or
methodological factors of memory-based interviews, and prevention of negative memories of pain. Based on
such review of literature, this study asserted the demand for psychological studies related to children’s
pain memories in South Korea and further discussed the implications of pain memory studies. Moreover,
the study also discussed the implications of the need for a qualitative improvement of pain-inducing
environments in order to promote physical and mental wellbeing of children under developmental and

clinical contexts.

Key words : child, pain memory, painful experience, health care intervention, developmental perspective, dinical perspective
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