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7 Aesta FASHRTE A A2 2 Qe 4™ 2009). olzfst EAQ] mAPL gt A= AR
o] &2 AlgtAol7] mEof ofs2 gl EIAME 7t olEA] HSE =Xl Higt 7S 2 2 &
H] 23 BfRlo] Algshs M d&ol oigh 9= QltiSohn, 2018).
7} =} SHAIRE EfQlo] i A=t AHE G B 5718 BAIE Sl Bt ojd HR=
SR 7] Tz 2 AEE WEAo=s ol AEHF 5sigon, Ag FHO o) oj- J=
Sop|E, W Rt JRE Ads]d £ Q= =klstil olopr|she AQNA] A1) QIAEA AJEl
o] Y e F st P2, 2016). = FE0hL AEO] FAHZ HEE 2 A 9]
Ortas oA Folyt AEE F/YE = 5714 FE(evidential reasoning) 52(5] Y
o, dEO &5 =2+ 5714 EAl(evidential 2, olFQl, A, 2010)0]2k AT oA
marker)?} Z2 FEjAY oS Foll MIEHT o, sXPT AR4lo] AR FFT BEE AdotL
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1988). & SAtAEOIA RPT Aot FE = Davis, Pottse} Speas(2007)= 571744 #HA|
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HE Aol 52 AL 5 Aot SR ol 47 E%t Al 7MY Aste

ESAEY =7l Aol Fojet FAREY 2 AR EAE Aol FEEs ofF S
w3 ol AR sAe £2 OofFE AMEShHe Heb HluErIte V]2AQl /g0l =2 AeR
o olgjst &9 B7|&= o FAo|A] otthUnal o 53ict olof wlsh A7 & x
& Papafragou, 2020). 713, FojolALE ‘see’, 3t FEEAY TAME S5 F29 AHu(d,
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AFE Boll EO AFE ATy UEt AoflA o] st w7} Quf €hepa 3, AiRler S
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Re-examining children’s evidential reasoning:

task relevance and evidential hierarchy
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The ability to infer a speaker’s epistemic certainty based on the information source conveyed by
evidential morphemes develops well into 6 years. However, 3-4-year-olds could accomplish this when
the source was marked by lexical verbs, and 5-year-olds’ performance improved if the accuracy of the
source of hearsay was available. The present study re-examined 5-6-year-olds’ evidential reasoning
abilities when the choice of testimony is relevant to the child’s eventual gain and when three sources
are contrasts simultaneously. We presented three animals’ testimony—each based on direct experience,
inference from indirect evidence, and hearsay—to children and asked them to find a hidden sticker
using the most reliable testimony. Six-year-olds, as well as 5-year-olds, could reliably select testimony
based on direct experience, suggesting that evidential reasoning ability develops earlier than 6 years.
Furthermore, children showed a tendency to trust hearsay over indirect evidence sources, showing the

pattern of hierarchy different from proposed by general evidential hierarchy.

Key words - evidential reasoning, evidential markers, evidential hierarchy, cognitive development



