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Abstract

Analysis of the role of peer collaberation and
speech types in categorization task performances
in early childhood

Seung-Hee Son * Soon-Hyung Yi
Dept. of Chi’” Development and Family Studies

Seoul National University

The major purpose of this study is to investigate the children’s categorization task performances
according to peer collabaration condition(real/imaginary/no-peer condition) and their speech types
focusing on the relationships between children’s speech types which are induced by peer
collaboration conditions and their task performances. Subjects consisted of one hundred and
twenty-six, 5~ and 7-year-old children in Seoul.

Results indicate that there were significant differences in children’s categorization task
performances between real-peer condition and no-peer condition, but partly significant differences
between imaginary-peer condition and other conditions. There were significant correlation between
some speech types and categorization task performances, and these correlated speech types
represented  significant differences according to peer collaboration condition. These results varied
depending on age and 7-year-olds showed higher task performances and uttered more
performance-related, contibutable speech types as well. This provided some evidence that there are
relations about speech type, peer collaboration condition, and task performance, so children who
performed categorization task in collaboration with real/imaginary peer can show higher scares by
uttering more contributable types of speech than those who performed alone, and this relation varies
according to age.
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