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The Development of a Developmental Psychology
and it's Psychological Identity

Sang-Min Whang Dowhan Kim
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Developmental psychology has emerged on basis of evolution theory and biology, focusing
on issue of "the origin of mind and its change", though the early experimental psychology
has favored the physics' view for study on human mind. This difference has made the
developmental psychology further away from the main stream of psychological activities.
While reviewing diverse hiscorical progress of psychology and related events, it becomes
evident that the developmental psychology could form its identity not from the research
interest on the origin of mind and its change, but from the social necessity, such as
education and child welfare. This history explains why the developmental psychology has
changed its research agenda, and came to focus on comparing different age groups,
discarding a developmental view for exploring psychological issues. This trend has made it to
be treated as a second class psychology.

A discussion on paradigm shifc in science has resurrected the forgotren issue of the
development psychology, and redefined the identity of psychology. The change of psychology in
new science paradigm and its research issues has meant the incorporation of developmental
view which was totally ignored at the early forming period of psychology. The progress has
been 2 new momentum to appreciate a development view in research of psychology. If the
psychology has to be reorganized based on a new science paradigm, the developmental
psychology would take a leading role model for the new psychological research. This change
also means that the main concern of developmental psychology in Korean society is not
limited on child studies, but extends the issue of mind change for the sake of their
adaptation in the changing society. Both of the developmental progress of developmental
psychology and the discussion on its identity will provide a new view and agenda of

psychology to contribute for development of Korean society.
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