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A clinical literature review and research-trends analysis of bee venom
pharmacopuncture for cancer patients

Joo-Hee Kim'

Department of Acupuncture and Moxibustion Medicine, College of Korean Medicine, Sangji University,
Research Institute of Korean Medicine, Sangji Univeristy

Objectives: This review aims to investigate clinical studies related to bee venom pharmacopuncture for cancer patients
and to analyze the research trend for further study.

Methods: We searched for clinical studies using bee venom pharmacopuncture therapy on patients with cancer through
the electronic databases including Pubmed, Cochrane library, OASIS, KISS, NDSL, and KMBASE. There was no
restriction on language and publication date, and after selection/exclusion process, the study design, target disease,
intervention details including acupoints, treatment frequency and period, outcomes, study results and adverse events
were extracted.

Results: Thirteen clinical studies were finally selected. There were a randomized controlled trial RCT about the effect
of sweet bee venom pharmacopuncture on cancer-related pain, and three case series about chemotherapy-induced
peripheral neuropathy. In case reports, there were nine studies about oligodendroglioma, plexiform neurofibroma,
breast cancer, prostate cancer, lung cancer, urachal adenocarcinoma, malignant melanoma, and atypical squamous cells
of undetermined significance. The bee venom therapy affected the improvement of outcomes such as symptoms,
quality of life, tumor response, and lab findings.

Conclusions: The present study found that bee venom therapy is applicable to the treatment of cancer patients, and
showed some effect on various symptoms. However, due to insufficient number and quality of studies, well designed
and high-quality clinical trials are necessary to confirm the effectiveness and safety of bee venom pharmacopuncture
therapy in patients with cancer.

Key Words - Cancer, Neoplasm, Bee venom, Pharmacopuncture, Clinical research, Review
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