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<ABSTRACT>

After almost one century of discontinuity in the archivel tradition of Chosun dynasly, Korea entercd
the new age of records and archival management by legislating and execuling the basic laws (The
Records and Archives Management of Public Agencles Act of 1999). Annals of Chosun dynasty
recorded major historical facts of the five hulred yvears of national affairs. The Annals are major
accomplishment in human history and rare 1 the world It was possible because the Annals were
composed of collected, selected and complied records of primary sources written and compiled by
generations of histonans.

As important public recorcks are neaded to be preserved in original [orms in modern archives, we had
to develop and establish a modern archival svstem 1o appraise and select important national records for
archival preservation.  However, the coloruahzation of Korea deprived us of the opportunity to do the
task, and our fine archival traciuon was not succeeded.

A centralized archival system began to develop since the cstablishment of GARS under the Ministry
of Government Administration in 1969, GARS built 8 modern repositary in Pusan in 1924 succeeding
to the tradilion of History Archives of Chosun dynasty. In 1998, GARS moved s headquaricr to
Taejon Government Complex and acquired state—of-the-art audio visual archives preservation facilities,

From 1996, GARS introduced an automated archival management system to remedy the manual
registration and management system complementing Lhe preservation microfilning.  Digitization of the
holdings was the key project Lo provided the digital images of archives to users.  Tn do this, the
(zARS purchased new computer/scrver systems and developed application softwares.  Parallel 1o this
direction, GARS  drastically tenovated its manpower composilion toward a  high level of
professionalizalion by recruiting more archivists with hisiorical and library science backgrounds.
Conservators and computer syslem operators were also recruited.

The new archival laws hags been in offect from January 1, 2000, The new laws made following new
changes in the field of records and arcluval administration in Korea.

First, the laws regulale the records and archives of all public agencies including the Legislature, the
Judiciary, the Adrministration, the constitutional mstitutions, Army, Navy, Air Force, and National
Intelligence Service. A nation-wide unified records and archives management systen became available,
Second, public archives and records centers are to be cstablished according to the level of the agency:

central archives at national level, special archives for the National Assembly and the Judiciary, local
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government archives for metropolitan cities and provinces, records center or special recards center for
administrabive agencies. A rvecords manager will be responsible for the records management of each
administrative divisions. Third, the records in the public agencies are registered in the computer
system as they are produced.  Therefure, the records are traceable and will be searched or relizeved
easily through internet or computer network. TFourth, qualified records managers and archivists who
are professionally trained in the field of records management and archival science will be assigned
mandatorlly to guarantee the professional management of records and archives. Fifth, the illegal
treabment of public records and archives constitutes a purishable crime.

In the future, the public records and archival management will develop along with Korean
government's 'Elecoronic Government Project.”  Following changes are in prospect.

First, public agencies will digitize paper records, audio-visual records, and publications as well ag
electronic documents, thus prometing adminisoative efficiency and productivity.  Second, the National
Assermbly already established ics Special Archives. The judiciary and the National Intelligence Service
will follow it. More archives will be established at city and provincial levels, Third, the more our
soclety develop into a knowledge-hased information soclety, the more the records management function
will became one of the important national government functions.

As more umversities, academic associations, and civil societies participate in promoting archival
awareness and in establishing archival sclence, and more people realize the impartance of the records
and archives management up to the level of national public campaign, the records and archival
management m Korea will develop significantly distingmshable from present practice.
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