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<ABSTRACT>

Records and archives community was forced to face the essence of and social values of its
professionalism. The purpose of the present study lies in providing a broader and fundamental
perspective to shed lights on professionalism in records and archives management by reviewing
previous studies on professionalism and professions. It reviews key concepts from the professionalism
literature and scrutinized professional commitments and exclusive privileges, which are two sides
of the same coin. Fundamental issues involved in records and archives profession are also taken
into account, including the relationship between theory and practice as well as between professional
ethics and professional association.

Keywords: professionalism, records and archives profession, exclusive privileges, professional ethics,
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