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Archival Studies in North America:
Current Developments and Trends
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<ABSTRACT>

In this article, the author introduces the paradigm shift in archival studies that occurs in north
America. Although the dominant paradigm in the archival studies-the positivism paradigm-greatly
contributed to build modern archives in Europe and north America, during last decades, new ideas
and technologies led the archival communities to re-identify their social roles and powers and to
adopt new values of archives and archivist. This essay argues that this changes is essential to our
future and we understand the nature of the changes from the broader interdisciplinary perspective
of archives studies, information studies, and history.

Keywords: archival paradigm shift, archival principles, interdisciplinary research, history,
information studies
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