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m Abstract

The Daoist Theory of ‘Thirty-Six Heavens
(=175KE0)’: Its Developmental Process and
Accumulated Layers from the Eastern Jin Dynasty
(3EE) to the Song-Yuan Dynasty (5RJT)

Sun Weijie
Assistant Researcher, The Research Institute of Daoism and Religious Culture,
Sichuan University

The Thirty—Six Heavens is one of the most essential concepts
among the structural theories pertaining to the heavenly realm in
Daoism. This theory, which emerged during the Eastern Jin period,
did not originate from the Code of the Great Perfection (KIEFR}),
the scripture of Celestial Master Daoism (KAliE) in the Liu—Song
(ZI°K) period. During the process of establishing the “Thirty—Six
Heavens,” Daoism was influenced by the Buddhist view of the
heavenly realm and incorporated the Chinese traditional cosmic
theory of the interdependence of the Dao and Qi GE—5).

In addition, the theory of the Thirty—Six Heavens is also based
on the Thirty—Six Heavens (=1/<K) theory found in the
Lingbao Scripture (#EE(#%). Simultaneously, it integrates various
elements, such as the numbers in the Five Directions of the Na

Yin (#§3%F) system (corresponding sound), the three gi of ‘Xuan
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(%), Yuan (UC), and Shi (44), the Heaven (Realm, 5%) of Three
Purity (=#K), the Ninth Heaven (JUK), the Thirty—Six
Heavens, and the celestial number (K ‘twelve (+)" from the
scriptures of the Supreme Purity lineage ( Fi55%). These elements
began to develop during the Eastern Jin—Northern and Southern
Dynasty period, but a complete theoretical framework has not
been established yet.

Henceforth, the issues were settled in the early Tang Dynasty
regarding the relationship among the developmental theory of the
Four Heavens of the Seed—People (PUfiiiiK), the Heaven of Three
Purity, and the Thirty—Two Heavens (=1+—K). Accordingly, the
structure of Great Canopy Heaven (KiEX), the Heaven of Three
Purity, the Heaven of the Seed—People (fHEK), and the Heaven
of the Three Realms (=/#K) was completed. However, the theory
has undoubtedly been revised and expanded over time. This theory
of Thirty—Six Heavens has resulted from the accumulation of
various accomplishments, embedding multiple meanings. A number
of subjective interpretations were added to it. Furthermore, the
divinity of the Jade Emperor (E2) was included during the
Song—Yuan period. In other words, the theory of Thirty—Six
Heavens is a collective term for the theory of heavenly realm (K

FHEE) based on the theme of heaven.

Keywords: Daoist view of heavenly realm, the theory of Thirty-Six
Heavens, the Lingbao Scripture, the Scripture of Supreme
Purity, accumulated layer



