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m Abstract

Identity of Daesoon Thought and the Problem
of Its Research Sources

Cha Seon-keun

Vice Director, Daesoon Institute of Religion and Culture

When summarizing a certain topic of Korean new religion, it is
still conventional to generalize the case of a certain religious
order and describe it. Some of the researchers of Jeungsanism are
prone to approaching to explain a religious phenomenon of ‘B’
order with the sources of ‘A’ order. Due to this, the problems
continues to emerge that the description on Korean new religion
or the religious order of Jeungsanism does not reflect the intact
condition of religion in real life. The general outline of description
on Korean new religion or Jeungsanism would be possible when
various ideas from each religious order under its sub—category is
apprehended first. Henceforth, the result is integrated. Having
critical consciousness, this study aims to point out the difference
between Daesoon Jinrthoe and other orders of Jeungsanism and
affirm the identify of thought of Daesoon Jinrithoe, namely,
Daesoon thought.

When some researchers describe Daesoon Jinrihoe, the reason
for the utilization of other materials adopted from Jeungsanism
instead of the primary sources of the order is perceived as the
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doctrine, organization, rituals, and cultivation of Daesoon Jinrihoe
are the same or similar with those of Jeunsanism. However,
Daesoon Jinrihoe calibrated the system of its thought in the
human lineage from Kang Jeungsan, Jo Jeongsan, to Park Wudang.
The Daesoon thought, its result, differs to a certain degree from
other orders of Jeungsanism in terms of thought. Therefore, it is
essential to use the primary source of Daesoon Jinrihoe in order
to explain Daesoon Jinrihoe.

If each order in Jeungsanism confirms that they are all the
same religion only because they have faith in Jeungsan in
common, the intrinsic nature of each order is neglected and its
specific information is unrevealed. As for each order, such attitude
of a researcher can be considered violent. In addition, this attitude
makes the mistake of hasty generalization so that it is not
scientific.

The fact that the order of Jeungsanism is large in number
depicts that the practical challenges exist in collecting its sources.
However, such difficulty does not guarantee researchers to neglect
the intrinsic nature of each order. It is not always easy, but it is
necessary to admit their identity and secure their information to
the hilt. Indeed, the negligence of the primary sources and its
objective analysis. the attitude wherein a researcher explains the
source of A order with that of B order, or the usage of only
secondary sources produced by others should be criticized as
much as anthropology sitting on a comfortable nest of the past

was criticized.

Keywords: the fallacy of hasty generalization, difference, diversity,
Daesoon thought, Jeungsan thought, primary source



