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Abstract

Choi, Jeong-seok

Rural areas falls behind other regions and have been underdeveloped in compar-
ison with cities. Also the developmental potentials of those areas are damaged owing
to severe outflow of working population and the lack of development bases etc.
Nowaday certain changes are needed in rural areas to cope with the challenges and
difficulties from home and abroad.

It is time that a new paradigm is need to develop the depressed rural areas.
The times that almost all rural areas used to carry out the same regional development
strategy has passed. The different and unique features that each region has in history,
culture, environmental aspects etc. become a soutce of regional competitiveness and
are being used as a motive of regional development these days. One of regional
development strategies, place-marketing strategy, has been appeared recently.

Kumsan county, one of the representative rural counties, also has been worked
out ‘place-marketing projects’ and executed them since a few years. I introduced,
reviewed and looked into Kumsan's place-marketing projects analytically in this
paper. I think this paper will be able to contribute to sustainable development by

promoting the place-marketing strategies in Kumsan county.

Key words: place-market, sustainable rural development, Kuman ginseng
festival, International Ginseng Expo, Kumsan’s 1,000 parks

project
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