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abstract

A Study on the Impacts of Local Politics on Economic
Globalization

Park, Bae-Kyun

On the basis of a multi-scalar view on globalization, this paper examines how
the processes of liberalization and globalization can be constititued out of complex
interactions among actors and forces operating at various geographical scales. In
particular, it aims to conceptualize two possible mechanisms through which the inter-
actions between the state and local forces can influence the ways in which the nation
state regulates trans-border flows of capital and investment. First, this paper at-
tempts to conceptualize a mechanism through which inter-scalar tensions between
the nation state and local actors can give impacts on the state’s policies on
liberalization. More specifically, with an empirical case study on the globalization
and liberalization of the Korean automobile industry in the eatly 2000s, it shows
how political contestation between territorial alliances of forces constructed at the
national scale and those at the local scale can facilitate liberalization of the state
regulations on transnational flows of capital. Second, this paper pays attention to
the ways in which the forces at different geographical scales can interact with others
through the politics of “jumping-scale”. More specifically, by looking at the political
processes taking place with respect to the construction of the Jeju International
Free City project in South Korea, it suggests that agents operating at a certain
scale may try to mobilize the sources of power at different geographical scales in
order to win in the power struggles that can happen with respect to their place-based
regulatory projects and such cross-scalar mobilization of power can facilitate the de-

velopment of “spatially selective liberalization” policies.

Key word: globalization, local politics, multi-scalar process, inter-scalar

interaction, spatially selective liberalization
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