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= Abstracts

Impacts of Mobile Communications on the Urban Public Space

Hwang, Joo-Seong-Yoo, Ji-Yeon

Mobile communications is argued to reshape and activate the existing space by
increasing ‘mobile communicability en route’ and ‘real time interaction’. This study
is designed to make an empirical analysis on how different the use of a cellular
phone is in each different space. In this study, the space is divided into three distinct
parts including the private, social and public space. First, spatial micro-coordination
and experience of polysemy of place are widely observed in the use of a mobile
phone in the private space. Secondly, it is found that a mobile phone contributes
to extending the scope of social contacts which in turn compliments the existing
social relationship. Moreover, a full-time intimate community that is connected via
a mobile phone results in reshaping the social space. Lastly, the study shows that
the usage pattern of a mobile phone varies depending on the type of public space.
The technological development is envisaged to lead to more demand for the public

space while facilitating the use of the public space.

Key words: Urban Public Space, spatial micro-coordination, polysemy of

place, full-time intimate community
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