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= Abstract

The Evaluation of National Mega-Urban Development Projects

in the View of Sustainability Criteria

Byeon, Chang-Heum

The purposes of this study are to evaluate the characteristics of mega-urban devel-
opment projects driven by a rational of national balanced development with a crite-
rion of sustainable development, and to propose future policy directions. A definition
of sustainable development in the current study is defined as three principles of
environmental soundness, economic efficiency and social equity. And such principles
are utilized to evaluate the degree to which a variety of national development policies
and huge numbers of mega-urban development projects have sticked to.

First, in a view point of environmental soundness, mega-urban development proj-
ects are over-developed far beyond the regional environmental capacity. Second, in
a perspective of economic efficiency, mega-urban development projects are losing
efficiency because of excessive dependancy upon external resources and excessive bet-
terment pursuit from land development. Finally, from a view point of social equity,
mega-urban development projects have been promoted in the status of inconsistency
with long-term national and regional planning and lack of participation of agents
related to the urban development.

For the criteria of sustainability to be applied to a newly developed city, the
utilization of diverse internal resources and participation of various agents in the

region should be systematically guaranteed.

Keywords: mega-urban development projects, sustainability, sustainable

development
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