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Postmodernism and Future of Planning:

Back-and-forth motion of consensus and flight
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= Abstract

Postmodernism and Future of Planning:

Back-and-forth motion of consensus and flight

Lee, Sang-Heon

This paper has purpose to investigate the challenge from the postmodernism
against modern rationality as a resources of criticism on modern planning theory
and suggest direction of development of modern planning theory based on the
investigation. Discovery of modern subject has made modern way of thinking
possible. However, postmodernists has shaken the foundation of modern thought
by insisting that the modern subjectivity does not own knowledge and power but
it is constituted by knowledge and power. Some modernists, in particular, Jurgen
Habermas, has tried to overcome the subject-oriented philosophy by evolution of
modernism. In the paradigm of his communicative action theory, subject and other
come to have consensus about something in the world. Thus, subjectivity is under-
stood as socially constituted by discourse. However, his theory of communicative
action has weakness in including the issue of unconsciousness and desire. At this
point, the agenda of knowledge-power relation explained by Michel Foucault, and
the concept of flight(fuite) has complementary function. Foucault defined the practice
of power as way of structuring the place of possible actions. The place of practice
of power is disposition. Modern state implements its power by disposition of govern-
ment and police. The power of modern state does not reflect and represent the
individual's will, but individual exercises and represents the will of state. However,
the fact that repression and discipline is required means that there is something
pre-exists before power. Therefore, we focus the desire before power and force of
flight by desire. According to Deleuze and Guatarri, desire is historical. In other

words, there is only specific disposition of particular desire which is flexible to specific
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historical condition. In this case, subject becomes carrier of desire which is formed
in specific disposition. It is called territorization. All disposition operates in the way
of de(re)territorization as well as territorization. De(re)territorization means to design
and desire different way in a disposition. And it traverses the terrain of power and
proliferates all the time. Thus, it is called as nomad. Therefore, if public planning
can be called as disposition of power/desire, planning action should be deployed
towards the promoting the tension of reproduction and creation of the disposition,

i.e., back-and-forth motion of consensus and flight.

Keywords: Modern planning, subject, power, disposition, flight
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