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= Abstract

A Spatial Process of Neo-liberalization in the Asian Developmental States:

Spatially Selective Liberalization in South Korea and Malaysia

Park, Bae-Gyoon

On the basis of the view emphasizing the contextual embeddedness of neo-
liberalization process, this paper examines how the neoliberal restructuring processes
have actually taken place within the national contexts defined by the path-dependent
properties of Asian developmental states. In particular, with empirical focus on the
special economic zones in South Korea and the Multi-media Super Corridor in
Malaysia, it explores how the political contestations between inherited institutional
and political landscapes of the developmental state and emergent neo-liberal re-
structuring projects can be spatially mediated through “spatially selective liberaliza-
tion.” Based on these case studies, this paper aims to suggest some general tendencies
in the Asian developmental states with respect to the spatial process of

neo-liberalization.

Keywords: neoliberalism, spatially selective liberalization, developmental state,

path dependency, Korea, Malaysia.
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