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= Abstract

Nation as ‘Society’, Nationalism as ‘Social Ideology’

Kim, Dong-Choon

The entity called ‘nation’ is supposed to be an moral community. The growth
of nationalism in the colonized territory is a natural reaction to naked discrimination,
exclusion and injustice practiced by imperialist forces. Nationalist cause among the
colonized people or immigrated societies would be an parallel of the ideal of democ-
racy, citizenship and human rights that realized in the normal sovereign state Thus
nationalism in underdeveloped world is an symbolic expression of aspiration to ac-
quire sovereignty, human dignity and social cohesion in order to get back the lost
or demolished community. Although the state-led nationalism generally have re-
vealed unhealthy or pathological appearance of nationalism, it was also an exit for
the self-liberation of the bearers of the contradiction that worldly capitalism have
created. The attractiveness of nationalist cause has been usually more powerful than
the universal ideology like democracy or human rights as it appeal to people’s primo-
dial desire to make solidarity. While nationalism itself can’t bring a vision of alter-
native society, it take a social cohesiveness for society’s self-defense. A bid for na-
tional reunification and a discourse of publicity in today’s South Korea may be
regarded as a contemporary version of old-type resistant nationalism when we see

the nationalism as a expression of the restoration of community.

Keywords: nation, nationalism, social cohesion, moral community
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