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= Abstract

‘Regional Development Think-tank Capacity’ as a New Dimension
of Regional Disparity: A Case Study of a Metropolitan City

Located in a Non-Capital Region

Kim June-Woo, Ahn, Young-Jin

This paper takes on a different approach about South Korean regional disparity.
Instead of focusing on economic matter, it deals with ‘regional development
think-tank capacity. Almost all metropolitan cities or provinces in South Korea
has its own regional development institute, of which role seems hardly be replaced
by any other organizations. This paper reports the result of a delphi survey was
on a regional development institute located in a non-capital region. The institute
was negatively evaluated by respondents who are familar with policy making process
in the region. Generally speaking, the institute was perceived to have about 44.38%
of the ’regional development think-tank capacity* compared to the best among all
regional development institutes. The perceived bests were mostly located in the capi-
tal region. This paper concludes that this softer dimension of regional disparity has

been in place and its importance will grow over time.

Keywords: Regional Development, Think-tank Capacity, Regional Development

Institute, Regional Disparity
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