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= Abstract

Reconstruction of the concepts of creative class and

urban creativity in the multiscalar approach

Kim, Dong-Wan

On the basis of a multiscalar view, this paper examines how the urban creativity
can be constituted out of factors operating at various geographical scales. In partic-
ular, it aims to introduce the approach of critical realism into the analytic frame
of the urban creativity. Up to now, since most of the studies about urban creativity
have focused on the urban or neighbourhood scale, some crucial mechanism originat-
ing from global, national scale. The creative capacity of one city, however, must
be understood as a contingent product of complex interactions among various scales.
Although the factors of one scale may have the internal/necessary relation, those
from different scales have the external/contingent relation. The norms of urban crea-
tivity, thus, must be considered as products of contingent relations between various
geographical scales. In this paper, I conclude that policy makers need to discern
tasks having internal relation with the urban creativity from many contingent foreign

experiences.

Keywords: urban creativity, creative class, critical realism, multi scalar process,

creative industry
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